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Despite the normal tensions that always surround the anniversary of the 1942 Rio de Janeiro
Protocol, this year no serious problems occurred on the disputed border between Peru and Ecuador.
The two countries continue to make slow progress toward a definitive solution to their conflict and
are preparing for ministerial-level negotiations in mid-February. Meanwhile, both countries are
calling for an extension of the presence of the multinational observer team in the area.
The current peace process, which has been underway since Feb. 17, 1995, when the Itamaraty
Declaration was signed in Brasilia, follows the 1995 month-long undeclared war that took place
along the border in the Cordillera del Condor (see NotiSur, 02/24/95). The process is being mediated
by Argentina, Brazil, Chile, and the US, which are also guarantors of the Rio Protocol. The protocol,
signed on Jan. 29, 1942, ended the 1941 conflict between the two Andean neighbors in which
Ecuador lost nearly half its territory and its access to the Amazon. Since the 1995 conflict ended, the
border has been peaceful save for isolated incidents (see NotiSur, 03/10/95). The peace has been
maintained, to a large extent, because of the presence of the Mision de Observadores Militares
Ecuador-Peru (MOMEP) comprising military personnel from the four guarantor countries (see
NotiSur, 08/11/95).

High-level negotiations scheduled for February
Military leaders from MOMEP are scheduled to meet in Quito on Feb. 13-14. They are expected
to discuss MOMEP's timetable for its stay on the border. The governments of Peru and Ecuador
are certain to request that MOMEP extend its commitment, which expires on March 6, for at
least three more months. MOMEP leaders are also expected to discuss the possible transition of
logistical support within MOMEP from the US to Brazil. In mid-1996, the US said it was evaluating
withdrawing its logistical support because of Washington's belief that Ecuador and Peru should be
making greater progress toward a definitive peace.
Brazil has offered to assume the support if the US follows through on its withdrawal, scheduled to
begin in early March. Brazilian Gen. Gilberto Alfama Bandeira, coordinator of MOMEP, recently
met with the high command of the Brazilian armed forces to outline Brazil's role in MOMEP.
According to press reports in Lima, Brazil will provide four helicopters for border patrol efforts.
However, on Jan. 22, Ecuadoran Defense Minister Gen. Victor Bayas said he was hopeful the US
would not pull out. According to Bayas, following the last meeting of MOMEP leaders in Lima and
a visit to Quito by Gen. Wesley Clark, head of the US Southern Command, the US is reconsidering
continuing its support.
Following the MOMEP meeting, the Ecuador and Peruvian negotiating teams, headed by the foreign
ministers of both countries, are set to meet Feb. 17 in Brasilia. The meeting was originally scheduled
for late December but was postponed when Peruvian Foreign Minister Francisco Tudela was among
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those taken hostage by the Movimiento Revolucionario Tupac Amaru (MRTA) guerrilla group at
the home of Japan's ambassador to Peru (see NotiSur, 01/10/97 and related story in this issue). At
the upcoming negotiations, the two countries have agreed to determine the order in which their
respective "substantive impasses" will be discussed. They are expected to begin with the less
controversial matters and move toward the thorny issue of Ecuador's claim to "sovereign access" to
the Amazon.
Jorge Burgos, Chile's ambassador to Ecuador, said in late January that the guarantor countries
remain concerned about the situation between Ecuador and Peru, but they also are hopeful that a
definitive solution will be found to the border dispute. "Generally, we [the guarantor countries] are
concerned, but we believe continued progress can be made in the joint effort to find a solution,"
said Burgos. Despite progress, many problems remain Most observers credit the historic visit of
Ecuadoran President Abdala Bucaram to Lima in January (see NotiSur, 01/17/97) with helping lower
tensions in the region.
However, while Bucaram received a warm welcome in Peru, he found a chilly reception when he
returned home. During his visit, Bucaram called for "mutual forgiveness" as a step toward building
a lasting peace. His remarks set off a storm of protest in Ecuador, including criticism from his vice
president, Rosalia Arteaga. The political opposition was outraged at Bucaram's suggestion that
Ecuador needed to be forgiven. The Partido Social Cristiano (PSC) termed the president's words
"treason" and called for a political trial to remove him from office. Bucaram's increasing political
problems could have a detrimental effect on the peace process. Meanwhile, one of the more serious
problems both Ecuador and Peru must resolve is the large number of mines still threatening the
safety of citizens along the border.
According to a US report released on Jan. 21, approximately 110,000 anti-personnel mines, planted
by both sides during the conflict, remain in the area. Although each mine is estimated to have cost
about US$3, its removal will cost US$3,000. Since the fighting ended, 68 people have been killed or
injured by mines, including 46 civilians. Ecuador's defense minister, Gen. Bayas, and his Peruvian
counterpart, Gen. Tomas Castillo, are discussing the possibility of forming a bilateral commission
to direct the deactivation of the mines. Despite advances in the peace process, mutual accusations
continue.
On Jan. 22, Bayas condemned Peru's arms buildup, which he said the Bucaram administration
strongly opposes. In late 1996, Peru announced the purchase of a fleet of warplanes that it said was
necessary to replace obsolete equipment. "We must energetically condemn the arms race begun
by Peru, and we affirm that Ecuador will not succumb to such provocations," said Bayas. Earlier,
however, arms purchases by Ecuador brought similar protests from Peru and led to an agreement
for monitoring all arms purchases by both countries (see NotiSur, 02/02/96).
While some international analysts have called the progress in the conversations between Ecuador
and Peru "gigantic," others have pointed out the continued danger resulting from a situation in
which the armies of both countries maintain a constant state of alert with their arms pointed at each
other across the border. [Sources: Inter Press Service, 01/21/97; Reuter, 01/18/97, 01/21/97, 01/22/97;
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El Comercio (Ecuador), 01/26/97; Hoy (Ecuador), 01/27/97; Spanish news service EFE, 01/15/97,
01/21/97, 01/24/97, 01/28/97]

-- End --

©2011 The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute
All rights reserved.

Page 3 of 3

